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Calling all Advocates!

Lutheran Day

at the Capitol

April 14, 2010

Keynote Address

Election 2010: The Pennsylvania Story
by

Dr. Christopher P. Borick
Professor of Political Science, Muhlenberg College &
Director of the Muhlenberg Institute of Public Opinion

Mark your calendar for Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania’s
(LAMPa’s) annual Lutheran Day at the Capitol! Lutherans from across the
Commonwealth will have the opportunity to gather in Harrisburg to raise a
Voice for Justice.  

Start your day at 8:00 AM with a continental breakfast at the Capitol,
where you’ll meet with Pennsylvania Bishops and Legislators.  Leave for
the Crowne Plaza at 9:00 AM where you’ll sign in and, at 9:30 AM, join
the gathering for the opening of day’s program.  (See the enclosed
brochure for more information and a registration form.)

Don’t miss this day full of speakers, workshops, and networking that will
equip you for a face-to-face visit with your legislators or their staff.  
Professor Borick will also be offering a workshop entitled, Reading the
Numbers: Understanding Political Polls. 

Join lay leaders, pastors, social ministry organization leaders, students, and
bishops as we work together on behalf of Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable
citizens.
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The faith advocacy community
has long promoted the idea that a
budget is a moral document that
expresses the core values held by
individuals, congregations and
institutions. As a moral document,
the state budget should practice
wise stewardship of communal
treasure while providing the
resources to support the needs of
Pennsylvanians and their potential
to build self-reliant and purposeful
lives. Jesus said, “For where your
treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” These
words are often limited to
individual stewardship and
devotional practices. But
they address civic life as
well. How we gather our
treasure and where we invest
it speaks volumes about
our faith life and what we value. 

As Lutheran citizens, we are
compelled to speak up during the
budget process, even when it is
contentious. The state budget shapes
our common life. It reflects how
we value the lives of those who are
poor or vulnerable, disabled, young
and elderly. Creating a budget that
balances raising sufficient revenue
with responsible spending is
complex. Faith advocates are called
to bring our unique perspectives,
shaped by Scripture and theology,
to the conversation. Often, these
perspectives lead us to voice

support for education, health care
and services to vulnerable people
who may otherwise have no one
to speak with them. In 2010,
LAMPa will track the state budget
process and provide opportunities
for Lutherans to advocate for 
priorities and principles that shape
the common good. 

There are other sorts of treasure
to consider, too. In his 95 Theses,
Martin Luther wrote that our
greatest treasure is the Gospel of

Jesus Christ. Luther also quotes
St. Lawrence, who said that the
poor are the treasure of the
Church. These statements are
intricately connected. With hearts
formed and transformed by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we can
see the poor and vulnerable as
Jesus saw them − as valued parts
of our community and treasured
children of God. 

This connection informs our
state budget advocacy, especially
when the needs of the poor and
the limits of state revenue are
placed in opposition to one

another. The current budget has
cut small monthly payments that
seniors, the blind and people
with disabilities rely upon to buy
food and medicine. Job training
programs that the unemployed
need now more than ever have
been closed. Health premiums
for adultBasic went up nearly
$300 a month, putting last-resort
health coverage out of reach for
thousands of uninsured persons. In
the worst recession since the great

depression, Pennsylvania
families depend on adequate
support now to ensure a
prosperous future. A balanced
approach which looks for
revenue solutions, and not
just cuts, is possible. As
stewards both of God’s 
justice and our state budget,

we are called to advocate for a
moral budget which will “hold
our government accountable to
produce and distribute what is
needed for sufficiency for all.”*
The year 2010 promises to offer
ample opportunity to do so. 

Amy E. Reumann

*ELCA Social Statement on Economic
Life: Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood
for All, p. 11

From the Director ...

Stewarding Our Common Wealth

LAMPa to Launch Monthly E-News
Beginning in May 2010, LAMPa will launch a monthly E-Newsletter. 
It will contain brief legislative updates, event information and advocacy tips. To make sure you don’t
miss an issue, act now by calling 717-545-3500 or e-mailing lampa@lamp.org to make sure we have
your electronic contact information. You will remain on the mailing list for the InterSections newsletter.

V

“As a moral document, the state budget
should practice wise stewardship of
communal treasure while providing 
the resources to support the needs of
Pennsylvanians and their potential to
build self-reliant and purposeful lives.”
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LAMPa does ministry in conjunction with ELCA World Hunger and engages
in advocacy that addresses hunger and its root causes in Pennsylvania. 
In monitoring the state budget, LAMPa pays particular attention to line
items relating to food and nutrition. Below are the proposed state budget
appropriations for the major programs, and a brief description of each, as
outlined by the Pennsylvania Hunger Action Center. LAMPa will provide
updates and opportunities for advocacy throughout the budget process.

State Food Purchase Program provides grants to all 67 counties for the purchase of foods and 
nutritional supplements, for critical transportation and infrastructure needs, and to cover the charges
associated with accessing federal food commodities. It is an essential tool for Pennsylvania’s food banks
and food pantries in the effort to provide for our most vulnerable citizens. 

2009-10 appropriation = $18 million 2010-11 target = $20 million

Farmers Market Nutrition Program serves two important goals: good health for Pennsylvania
seniors and WIC families, and higher sales by Pennsylvania fruit and vegetable farmers. Operating 
from June to November, this program increases the sales of farmers engaged in direct marketing, teaches
nutritious eating habits to young families and helps 175,000 seniors to stay healthy by eating fresh produce.

2009-10 appropriation = $3 million 2010-11 target = $3.5 million

Pennsylvania Agricultural Surplus System was a pilot program funded in the 2008-09 budget, but
zeroed out in the 2009-10 budget. The surplus system is designed to utilize excess product (e.g., apples,
potatoes) packaged/repackaged by the processor for immediate distribution to individuals through the
emergency food assistance network. Benefits to the farmers include: avoiding high costs of landfill 
disposal, creating positive public relations, increasing new market potential, and reducing overhead 
cost. Food banks would have access to more fresh nutritious Pennsylvania-grown produce to help our
neighbors in need.

2009-10 appropriation = 0                   Legislation to establish PASS now in process

Neighborhood Assistance Program is not a grant program, but an “incentive” program that provides
tax credits to corporations that make contributions to approved programs. Any business or industry 
subject to the Pennsylvania corporate net income tax, gross premiums tax, bank & trust company shares
tax, title insurance shares, capital stock or foreign franchise tax may receive a 55% tax credit on eligible
contributions to approved NAP projects. The Pennsylvania Charitable Food Network receives millions
of dollars donated food through NAP each year.

2009-10 appropriation = $9 million 2010-11 target = $9 million

RX for PA School Food Services is an initiative to improve nutrition. Research shows that children
will perform better in school and reduce their risk for obesity and related illnesses if they have healthy
lifestyle. The program provides incentives to school districts that adopt state standards for the food
served in school cafeterias and vending machines.

2009-10 appropriation = $3 million 2010-11 target = $4 million

Healthy Farms Healthy Schools is a nutritional and agricultural education program to help steer
kindergarten students and their parents toward healthier lives and futures. Grants are awarded to school
districts that use educational programs to promote healthy eating and locally grown food. Any public
school district, charter or private school with a kindergarten program was eligible to apply for the money.

2009-10 appropriation = $50,000 2010-11 target = $500,000

HungerHunger and the State Budget . . .



by Marissa Harris Krey

As LAMPa’s Advocacy Developer, I have the privilege of traveling all across Pennsylvania, teaching,
worshiping and sharing in fellowship with Lutherans from all seven synods!  As we discuss LAMPa and
the work that I do, there is one question that always comes up:

“What exactly is an Advocacy Developer?”
I’ve learned there’s a lot of uncertainty around what faith-based advocacy can be and how it is developed.
I submit to you the following observations and common misconceptions.  I hope they will encourage,
challenge, and equip you in your efforts to promote and develop our collective advocacy calling. 

For additional resources and ideas on how to start talking with others in your congregation or organization about
the importance of advocacy, contact Marissa at mharris@lamp.org or 717-545-3500.
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Advocacy Development Advocacy Development -- Fact or Fiction?Fact or Fiction?

 

FF ICTIONICTION
FFACTACT

 

Advocacy development is 
primarily done by inviting the
LAMPa staff to come and speak 
to my congregation/group. After
that, individuals are on their own.

“Development” is ongoing! Inviting LAMPa staff can be one important 
part of advocacy development, especially for the purpose of establishing
mentoring relationships. However, our baptismal calling to be A Voice for
Justice requires a commitment to ongoing conversation with our various
communities about where we’ve been and where we want to go. Planning
ongoing group advocacy activities will enrich your advocacy experience.
The more you do it, the easier, faster, and more effective it gets.

Advocacy development means 
sitting a group down and telling
them what to write to their 
legislators and when.

The best advocates are well-informed advocates. Well-informed advocacy
comes from open and honest conversation about both a problem, and the
various solutions proposed to solve it. LAMPa is a resource available to
help inform and foster such conversations. However, timing is critical.
LAMPa helps advocates know when their voices will have the most impact
around issues of mutual interest.

Starting an advocacy ministry in
my congregation/agency/synod
would take a lot of work. That
time & energy could be better
spent helping people through
direct service.

Doing advocacy alone takes a lot of work! The more people you can
bring into the work of advocacy, the easier it becomes. If multiple people all
write about an issue, each letter can focus on a distinct part of the problem
while collectively advocating for the same solution. This will ultimately
strengthen your collective message. Numbers are much more important 
than eloquent words. Furthermore, the number of people positively (or
sometimes negatively!) effected by policy change can be thousands!

A successful advocacy team may never have to meet in person. No schedules
to coordinate!  Advocacy can be done at any time from any place. But it is
more likely to be done well and to make the most impact if a small group of
people are holding each other accountable.

In order to be a good advocate, 
I/we have to follow every issue
and care about everything. I’d
have to write 10 letters a month!
My elected officials will get sick
of hearing from me.

Everyone’s interests are different. No one can know everything, so you
should focus first and foremost on your passions. More importantly, you 
do NOT have to be an expert in order to advocate − that’s what LAMPa is
for! However, it can be good to stay connected to informed sources that
monitor multiple issues. This will help you see connections that will enhance
your advocacy efforts, no matter the issue. Additionally, if you receive 
communications from groups who focus on different decision-making bodies
(city councils, state legislatures, Congress, the United Nations) you can keep
in the advocacy habit without flooding one member’s inbox.
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Lauretta A. Adams
The Rev. & Mrs. E. Jerome Alexis
The Rev. & Mrs. Roy A. Almquist
Mr. & Mrs. Alva C. Baker
John D. Bechtel, Jr.
Edward H. Bunker
Mr. & Mrs. Dan M. Burgess
Bishop Claire S. Burkat
The Rev. Lawrence & Mrs. Susan Camberg
Debra Cline
The Rev. Charles & Mrs. Barbara Coates
The Revs. Janet Corpus & John Hoffmeyer
The Rev. John & Mrs. Joan Deisinger
Evelyn Devonshire
Ruth Dex
Mr. & Mrs. William Diehl
The Rev. John W. Fehringer
The Rev. Frederick I. Fisher
Dr. Wayne & Mrs. Janet Franzen
Dr. William & Mrs. Joan Freeman
Ernest & Nancy Fricke
Janet L. Gable
Scott Garman
Deborah S. German
Judith J. Gifford
Lois Ann Griffiths
Kristine Gross
Thomas R. Hassler
Albert Hauber
The Rev. John F. & Mrs. Mary Ann Hazel
Shirley Heasley
The Rev. Donald & Bernice Hendershedt
Jean Henry
Gail Hicks
Jack R. & Jean C. Hoffman
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Clair Hoifjeld
The Rev. William Hower

The Rev. Detlef Huckfeldt
The Rev. Larry & Mrs. Alice Hummer
The Rev. Christina Ingold
Alan & Marilys Johnson
The Revs. Gail & Denton Kees
Michael & Irma Kelly
George & Priscilla Kinney
The Rev. & Mrs. John L. Kinzel
Doreen Kinzler
The Rev. David & Mrs. Delores Kistler
Ruth Koble
The Rev. William F. Krenz
Eleanor Lady
The Rev. Betty E. Landis
Lois I. Leffler
The Rev. Matthew J. Lenahan
Judy & Bill Leslie
Genevieve A. Long
Terri Long
The Rev. Paul Lubold
The Rev. Susan Mazer Winger
The Rev. Michael & Dolores McKillip
Ken & Ruth Miller
Lillian Mittleman
Dean D. Naugle
The Rev. Ed Neiderhiser
The Rev. Ray Nyce
Sue Orth
William E. & Elisa A. Osman
Earl & Linda Pebley
The Rev. Michael Peters
The Rev. David H. Pflieger
The Rev. Gregory & Mrs. Barbara Pile
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Reitz
The Rev. Amy E. Reumann
Mrs. Martha Reumann
The Rev. John & Patricia Richter

Susan & Dennis Ritter
The Revs. David & Brenda Ritterpusch
The Rev. David & Mrs. Mary Rowe
Don Ruth
Mr. Stephen E. & Pr. Mary-Margaret Ruth
Patricia Werner Savage
Charles & Vicki Schempp
Ursula Schreffler
Kathleen J. Schubert
Fred & Marlene Shilling
Sister Gunnel Sterner
Terri R. Stetler
The Rev. & Mrs. John L. Strube
Gretchen P. Stuempfle
Patricia Sykes
Mrs. Elizabeth Tiemeyer
Sandra S. Tomassone
Ms. Jane Trinklein
Dr. Walter & Rev. Deborah Wagner
The Rev. Leslie F. Weber
Ralph G. Wellington
The Rev. Frederick K. Wentz
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Wesner
Lorena R. Wetherhold
Elizabeth W. Winters
The Rev. Allen & Mrs. Bonnie Wysocki
Patricia Zerega
Eleanor Zern

Central & Northeast Philadelphia Conferences
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Friedens Lutheran Church
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Salem St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church

We Are Thankful for those who support LAMPa with their financial gifts:
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LAMPa Will Come to You!
LAMPa’s staff offers workshops, preaching and presentations related to ELCA advocacy

and human needs. See below a sampling of LAMPa activities during Spring 2010.
For more information, or to schedule something similar, contact the LAMPa office.

March 3
“Ecclesiology: What is the Church?” 

Class Presentation, Gettysburg Seminary

March 4
Buffalo Valley Pastor's Conference

Upper Susquehanna Synod

February 20 & March 6
Developing a Congregational Advocacy Team

St. John, Melrose Park (SEPA Synod)

March 9
Altoona and Upper Juniata Conferences

Allegheny Synod

March 13
Congregations Together in Mission "Book of Faith" Event

Lower Susquehanna Synod...Workshops: 
The Poor You Will Always Have With You - Really?
Reading the Bible With Tax Collectors and Sinners

April 10
Philadelphia Hunger Walk, www.hungercoalition.org

April 15
Hunger in Pennsylvania Presentation

Pastors Active in Retirement and Spouses (PAIRS)
Christ Lutheran Church, Oreland

April 16 -18
Youthfest:  Food for Thought, Camp Lutherlyn
Southwestern PA Synod Senior High Youth Event

April 23
Dauphin County Legislative Breakfast, Harrisburg 

in partnership with Good Schools Pennsylvania

May 12
Middle Creek Pastors Conference

Upper Susquehanna Synod

May / June
Look for LAMPa at your Synod Assembly, 

including workshop (where offered) -
Ministry in Tough Economic Times: 

Access, Advocacy and the Social Safety Net

 

dd
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AVOICE FOR JUSTICE

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry
In Pennsylvania

InterSections
±

Newsletter published three times
annually by Lutheran Advocacy 
Ministry in Pennsylvania, a partner-
ship ministry of the Church in Society
Program Unit of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, 
Pennsylvania Lutheran Synods, and
Pennsylvania-based ELCA agencies
and institutions.

The mission of Lutheran Advocacy
Ministry in PA (LAMPa) is to 
advocate in both public and private
sectors of society on behalf of, and 
in partnership with, those persons
who are denied justice, dignity, 
reconciliation, peace, and access to
basic human rights, and who lack
adequate representation and voice 
in the arenas of public policy.

LAMPa Staff
The Rev. Amy E. Reumann

Director
Marissa Harris 

Advocacy Developer
Gail L. Wilson

Administrative Assistant
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WANTED . . .

For more information, visit the LAMPa website . Click on “Ambassador Ministry”, or contact
Marissa Harris, LAMPa Advocacy Developer at (mharris@lamp.org, 717-545-3500)

As a  LAMPa Ambassador you would:

^  Be in personal contact with your State Senator and 
Representative four times a year.

^  Continue to read and respond to ACTIONET alerts – forwarding
them along if you so choose.

^  Participate in Lutheran Day at the Capitol – or recruit someone
else if you’re not able to make the trip.

^  Let LAMPa know when an event of interest is happening in 
your area – and consider attending!

Passionate Advocates

LAMPa is looking for 203 people to serve

as LAMPa Ambassadors! That's one

Lutheran for every Legislator!

LAMPa Ambassadors are advocates who are

interested in being in an ongoing relationship

with their State Legislators.  We want to make

sure that every office is hearing from at least

one Lutheran, four times a year.


