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Myth: Immigrating to the United States for work or family is easy.

Fact: Only 5,000 visas are available for low-skilled workers each year, yet our economy relies on
millions of undocumented laborers.1 Families wait years for reunification. Lawful permanent
residents face waits of more than five years for their spouses to get visas and join them.
Siblings of permanent residents wait 10–22 years for visas.2

Myth: Immigrants take jobs away from Americans.

Fact: Between 2000 and 2005 the availability of native-born low-wage workers declined by
approximately 1.8 million. In the same period the number of low-wage immigrant workers
increased by 620,000, thus offsetting the total decline by about a third.3

Myth: Immigrants don’t pay taxes.

Fact: All immigrants pay taxes. Even undocumented immigrants pay sales taxes and real estate taxes
(either directly as homeowners or indirectly through rent). The Social Security Administration
estimates that three-quarters of undocumented immigrants contribute payroll taxes, including
$6–7 billion in Social Security taxes that will never benefit them.4

Myth: Immigrants are a drain on the economy.

Fact: Approximately 26 million immigrants currently residing in the United States arrived after the age
of 18 and are in prime working age. They represent roughly $2.8 trillion to U.S. taxpayers, who
receive the benefit of their labor without the cost of their education.5
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Myth: Immigrants come to the United States to get welfare.

Fact: Documented immigrants are prohibited from receiving most federal government benefits for at
least five years after they arrive in the United States. They work and pay taxes, but do not
receive benefits. Immigrants without papers can get emergency medical care but cannot
receive welfare, food stamps or Social Security.6

Myth: Immigrants send all their money back to their home countries.

Fact: While many immigrants do send money back to their families in other countries, they contribute to
the U.S. economy in other ways. Through consumer spending and entrepreneurship, immigrants
contribute $162 billion in tax revenue to federal, state and local governments.7

Myth: Immigrants don’t want to learn English or become citizens.

Fact: 65% of immigrants over age 5 who speak a language other than English at home speak English
“very well” or “well.”8 Many adult immigrants want to become proficient in English, but the
demand for ESL instruction far outweighs the supply. Over 1 million immigrants applied for
naturalization in 2007, but only 48% were granted approval.9 This shows not only the desire of
immigrants to become citizens but also the limitations they face.

Myth: Most immigrants are here illegally.

Fact: Out of roughly 31 million foreign-born residents in the United States, 63% are documented.
The remaining 37% are undocumented.10

Myth: Immigrants are uneducated.

Fact: More than 1.3 million (1 in 5) college-educated immigrants living in the United States are
unemployed or are underemployed in positions such as taxi drivers, dishwashers and security
guards. Many educated immigrants are unable to make full use of their academic and
professional credentials, but must pursue expensive and lengthy recredentialing before
resuming their former career paths.11

Myth: Letting in more immigrants leads to an increase in crime.

Fact: Research indicates that higher immigration levels either have no effect on crime rates or are
associated with lower levels of crime and violence.12 The incarceration rate of those born in the
United States is four times higher than the incarceration rate of the foreign-born.13
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