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Called to be S tory T ellers

Pat’s story is true.Unfortunately,
stories like hers have been lost in the
current health care debate amidst all
the shouting, anger and misinforma-
tion. The American health care sys-
tem is broken - not because it lacks
quality doctors, hospitals or care - but
because of stories like Pat’s. Is any
system defensible that has just one
story like Pat’s, let alone millions?
We know the statistics: 46 million
uninsured, millions more underinsured,
health insurance premiums doubling
in the last 10 years, thousands of
medically-driven bankruptcies, people
denied coverage, and 18,000 deaths a
year due to uninsurance. When you
hear those numbers, don’t glaze over
- think of Pat.

People are angry about many
things in this health care discus-
sion, but who is angry for people
like Pat? Who is the Pat you know?

Is she your church receptionist? Your
neighbor? Your family member? Or is
it you? There is a time and place for
the complex policy discussions that
must take place in order to fashion
effective legislation, but as people of
faith, our first concern should be as
voices for those who are left out and
left behind.  We are called to be story
tellers.

We ask that you tell us your health
care stories. Pat told us her story
because she hopes it helps others.
Will you take a moment to tell us the
story of the Pat you know? You can
email those stories to LAMPa at
www.lamp.org.  

And don’t forget totell your
health care stories to yourelected
officials. They need to hear about the
real reason we are having this health
care debate - people like Pat.

By Robert D. Francis

Meet Pat. Pat and her husband are faithful Lutherans. Both are in their
early 60s. Pat’s husband has been a self-employed Realtor for over
37 years, and she works part-time as the receptionist at her Lutheran

church. Both have had medical problems, Pat’s due to an inherited blood
disorder that is no fault of her own. Because her husband is self-employed
and Pat’s job doesn’t offer insurance, they must purchase their health cover-
age in the private market. Most companies will not insure Pat because of her
genetic condition, and the insurance they were able to find - which they got
only because of insurance she previously had through a different job - is
expensive and doesn’t cover much. Pat and her husband have sold property
and stock to pay medical bills. Now they’ve exhausted their savings and are
dependent on social security benefits and Pat’s part-time job. Her husband’s
real estate business took a big hit with the recession, and things remain very
tight financially. They are counting the days until they qualify for Medicare.

Robert D. Francis is Director for Domestic Policy in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Washington Office
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I am honored, delighted 
and humbled to serve as the
Director of Lutheran Advocacy
Ministry in Pennsylvania. I am
honored to become part of over
thirty years of faithful advocacy
ministry by the oldestLutheran
state public policy office in the
country and to build upon the
leadership provided by my pre-
decessors and the present staff.
I am delighted because this
work is not done in isolation but
is widely supported as an essen-
tial expression of the ministry
of congregations, synods, social
ministry organizations, semi-
naries and Lutheran partners
around the Commonwealth.
Finally, I am also humbled by
this call to serve 
God through
seeking greater
justice for all in
accordance with
our Lutheran 
biblical and 
theological
understandings.

We are in a time of great
need and, therefore, great
opportunity for Lutherans in
Pennsylvania to step forward as
vocal and effective advocates
on behalf of and in partnership
with our neighbors who are
denied justice, dignity, reconcil-
iation, peace, and access to
basic human rights. Pennsylvania
has been deeply impacted by
the worst national economic
recession in decades. The state
lost nearly 75,000 jobs in 2008
compared to late 2007 but has
already lost more than 128,000
jobs through July of this year.

Our Commonwealth continues
with an unresolved state budget
and the likelihood of deep cuts
to funding for programs that
reduce poverty, including health,
human services and education,
just at the time when more
families will need the help. We
are also in a continued debate
aroundhealth care that grew
increasinglycontentious over

the summer as misinformation
rather than constructive conver-
sation, claimed the spotlight.

The enormity of the economy,
the budget impasse and the
health care debate could be 
discouraging enough to make
some give up trying to make a
difference. But they also under-
score the importance for a clear
Lutheran voice for justice. In
all these situations our theology
points us beyond a concern for
personal self-interest to the
necessity of speaking also for
the welfare of our neighbors.
Diminishing resources and

challenging economic times
renew the urgency for us to act
alongside those who have no
voice or no one to speak for 
them. In the midst of the difficult
choices and political tradeoffs
of the public square we Lutherans
are called together to firmly and
faithfully stand with the needs
of the poor, the vulnerable, the
children, the sick and the needy
and advocate for legislation and
policies that effectively address
poverty and suffering.

LAMPa is here to serve you
and to support your advocacy
ministry. LAMPa’s staff will
continue to provide you with
information, resources and
action alerts online to support

your calls, letters
and conversa-
tions with your
legislators.
LAMPa will 
alsocome to you
(see opposite
page)to offer
workshops and

learning opportunities for your
congregation or organization.
And LAMPa is here to connect
you with one another into a
communityof advocates who
witness on behalf of the God
who calls, gathers, enlightens
and sustains us in this ministry. 
I am honored, delighted and
humbled to serve alongside you.

In Christ,

Amy E. Reumann

“In the midst of the difficult choices and political tradeoffs of
the public square we Lutherans are called together to firmly
and faithfully stand with the needs of the poor, the vulnerable,
the children, the sick and the needy and advocate for legislation
and policies that effectively address poverty and suffering.”

From the 
Director
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LAMPa Will Come to You!
LAMPa is available to come to your congregation, ministry or

event to lead, teach or preach about advocacy and justice in Penn-
sylvania. Upcoming engagements include:

Let Your Light Shine!
Lutheran Youth Fellowship Assembly, 

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod

Jesus Justice Jazz: The T our
Muhlenberg College, Allentown; 

Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg 

Ministry in T ough Economic T imes workshop
Church and Community Day, 

Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia

ELCA Social S tatement s
Class presentation, Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg 

Peace and Justice Panel Present ation
Theological Convocation, Southwestern PA Synod

Hunger 101 P A
Campus Ministries of Upper Susquehanna and Allegheny Synods 

Lutherans Are Talking…T o their Legislators!
Lutheran Advocacy in Pennsylvania

Holy Spirit, Emmaus

You'll Find It on the
LAMPa Website:

www.lamp.org

Welcome
Pastor Amy
Reumann

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry 
in Pennsylvania is pleased to
announce the call of the Rev.
Amy E. Reumann as its Director,
effective July 1, 2009.Pastor
Reumann served as Assistant to the
Bishop, Greater Milwaukee Synod
ELCA since 2004. Her ministry
there focused on urban ministry
strategy, ministries among the poor,
coalition-building and justice min-
istries. Prior to that she served
congregations in New Jersey and
Wisconsin as a parish pastor in
urban, rural and suburban settings.

Pastor Reumann is a native of
Philadelphia who has also lived in
Germany, India, England and
Israel. She is a Phi Beta Kappa
graduate of Muhlenberg College in
Allentown, with a self-designed
major in “Religion and International
Studies”, which examined the role
of religion in international affairs.
She also served in the Lutheran
Volunteer Corps and as an intern at
the Lutheran Office for World
Community at the United Nations.
She is a graduate of the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago and
has a Master of Sacred Theology
Degree in Christian Spirituality and
Spiritual Direction from the General
Theological Seminary in New York.

Pastor Reumann is delighted to
return to Pennsylvania and to serve
the congregations, social ministry
organizations, synods and Lutheran
ministry partners throughout the
state. “I believe that the ministry of
advocacy is part of our baptismal
calling," says Pastor Reumann. “I
am looking forward to being part of
this vital expression of the church’s
mission in Pennsylvania.”

8 ACTIONET Signup (scroll i to box on lef t menu)

8 Find your Legislator (scroll i to box on lef t menu)

8 2009-10 Public Policy Advocacy Agenda 

8 State Budget Actions and Up dates

8 Resources, info, events, and much more . . .
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In January 2009, I began
state advocacy work by con-
tacting my local Senator, Mike
Brubaker, Republican of the
16th district. Senator Brubaker
initiated a bi-partisan hunger
caucus in the general assembly
to raise awareness and garner
support around the problem of
hunger affecting Pennsylvanians.
We met in his local office for a
little over an hour. We
discussed the problem of
hunger as it faced actual
neighbors in the district.
I asked him if he knew
about the many local 
private efforts, food
banks, and community
meals that respond to the
growing food insecurity
problem.

He is an advocate for
state spending in the area
of food and nutrition 
programs. I asked him to
champion the cause to eliminate
food insecurity and hunger in
Pennsylvania by supporting a
budget that reflects increased
spending on various programs
that provide food for food banks
and schools. 

I told him that we would
invite our network of Lutheran
advocates around the state to
encourage their legislators to
join the hunger caucus because
education is the first step in
building a coalition between
state government and local 
private caregivers to eliminate
hunger. 

I told the Senator about my
congregation’s efforts to meet
and serve our neighbors through

a monthly community project
called Peter's Porch. We give
away clothing, non-perishable
food, and we serve breakfast to
around forty households (75 to
120 people each month). The
Senator offered to connect us to
a local egg producer for a dona-
tion of free eggs. As a result of
this contact, we receive thirty
dozen eggs for free from a local

farmer every month. We cook
five to seven dozen eggs for
breakfast and give the rest away
to our guests. It is a joy to offer
nutritious, local food for free to
our neighbors.  

At Easter, the Senator’s office
contacted me to offer a donation
of two hams by the Pennsylvania
Pork producers to two local
families who might appreciate a
holiday meal. I received the two
hams from the Senator and
offered them to two local neigh-
bors as gifts. We are grateful for
the Senator’s eagerness to support
our efforts to serve our neighbors,
especially the most vulnerable.
In October Senator Brubaker
will attend Peter’s Porch. 

I believe that the conversation
and partnership we have estab-
lished in an area of common
concern will allow us to talk
frankly about issues in which we
do not agree. We will meet after
Peter’s Porch to discuss educa-
tion, health care and the expansion
of the adultBasic program in
Pennsylvania - significant state
budget issues. I expect that the

conversation will be
fruitful, as we seek to
serve in the interest 
of justice for the 
common good, with
special attention given
to the most vulnerable
Pennsylvanians.  

If we don’t talk to our
legislators and initiate
a relationship with
them as people of faith,
how will they hear the
call for compassionate
justice? To whom will

they listen? 
The most compelling and

biblical way to advocate on
behalf of people in need is to
go and speak personally with
your state legislators.Let them
know who you are and who 
you care about and why they
should care, too. As a mobilized
and active network, LAMPA’s
collective voice can move this
Commonwealth toward a more
equitable and just future for all
Pennsylvanians.   

...to their ...to their 
legislatorslegislators

Pennsylvania Lutherans are talking ...Pennsylvania Lutherans are talking ...
The following article was written by the Rev. Matthew Lenahan, pastor of Zion Lutheran,
Akron, PA.  Pastor Lenahan serves on the LAMPA Policy Council and as a LAMPa Ambassador.
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^ Be in personal contact with your State Representative and State Senator four 
times a year.

^ Continue to read and respond to ACTIONET alerts – forwarding them along 
if you so choose.

^ Participate in Lutheran Day at the Capitol – or recruit someone else if you’re
not able to make the trip.

^ Let LAMPa know when an event of interest is happening in your area – 
and consider attending!

For more information, visit the LAMPa website and click on “Ambassador Ministry”, or 
contact Marissa Harris, LAMPa Advocacy Developer (mharris@lamp.org, 717-545-3500)

WANTED . . .
Passionate Advocates
LAMPa is looking for 203 people to serve as
LAMPa Ambassadors! That's one Lutheran for
every Legislator!

LAMPa Ambassadors are advocates who are interested
in being in an ongoing relationship with their State 
Legislators.  We want to make sure that every office is
hearing from at least one Lutheran, four times a year.

As a LAMPa Ambassador you would:

We give thanks...
...for our faithful advocates and partners in ministry who have

actively been engaged in advocacy for people
living in poverty, the vulnerable, the disen-
franchised, and on behalf of all God's creation.

We recognize and give thanks...
...for our wonderful and ever-willing office,
and beyond-the-office, volunteers who have

given many hours to help the staff with many tasks over the last
couple years.  Our grateful thanks to:

John Bechtel, Harrisburg (Tree of Life, Linglestown)
Lois Grif fiths, Harrisburg (Zion, Penbrook)
Irma Graybill , Hummelstown (Zion Hummelstown)
Ellen Doughty,York (St. Paul's, York)
Rev. Dennis Smith, Renovo (Zion, Renovo)

Save the Date!

October
15 & 16

LAMPa is partnering with the
Housing Alliance of PA for their
“Days in the Districts” campaign to
help pass the State Housing Trust
Fund, which will assure a dedicated
funding source for affordable housing. 

LAMPa can pair you with a team to
make a legislator visit or you can visit
on your own. 

Check the LAMPa website for
more information on affordable
housing, or contactMarissa Harris
(mharris@lamp.org)



Poverty

The poverty rate in the U.S.
increased to 13.2% in 2008, up
from 12.5% in 2007. This
increase represents an additional
2.5 million Americans living at
or below the federal poverty
guidelines. The threshold for
poverty in 2008 for a family of
four is $22,025. 

According to the CPS, over1.3
million Pennsylvanians, repre-
senting 10.7% of the population,
live at or below the poverty line.
This is a statisticallysignificant
increase in poverty from 2000-
2001, when the rate was 9.1%. 

Childr en continue to be the
most likely group to live in
poverty. At the national level,

18.5% of children live in poverty
in 2008, while in Pennsylvania,
this rate equaled 14.8% in 2007-
2008. The Pennsylvania number
represents 400,000 children living
at or below the poverty line.

The elderly have the lowest
poverty rates. In the U.S., 9.7%
of people over 65 years of age
fall at or below federal poverty
guidelines in 2008. The percentage
in Pennsylvania in 2007-2008 is
somewhat smaller, 9.4%, repre-
senting 175,000 elderly living in
poverty.

Over one in 10 families (10.3%)
in the U.S. lived in poverty in
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2008. In Pennsylvania, 260,000
families, or 8.0% of all families,
were in poverty in 2007-2008.

Health Insurance

Employer-Sponsored Coverage

The numberof Americans and
Pennsylvanians with employer-
sponsored health insurance cov-
erage continues to drop. From
2000-2001 to 2007-2008, 3.2
million fewer Americans have
employer-sponsored coverage,
decreasing from 67.7% of the
population to 62.4%.  

A larger share of Pennsylvanians
has employer-sponsored health
insurance coverage than the U.S.
as a whole. However, in 2008,
the share of Pennsylvanians with
coverage through an employer
continued its decline. From 2000-
2001 to 2007-2008, the percent-
age of non-elderly Pennsylvanians
with employer-sponsored coverage
decreased from 76.0% to 69.7%,
or 695,000 people.  

The Uninsured

The CPS found that 46 mil-
lion Americans, or 15.3% of
the population, lacked health
insurance coverage in 2007-08.
This is significant increase from
2000-2001 when 13.9% lacked
coverage.  

Pennsylvania also saw a rise
in its rate of uninsured, increasing
from 8.3% in 2000-01 to 9.7%
in 2007-2008. Curr ent figures
show 1.2 million Pennsylvani-
ans lack health insurance.

The rate and number of children
without health insurance has
bucked the trend, remaining the
same in Pennsylvania from
2000-2001 to 2007-2008. For
both periods, approximately
200,000 children lack coverage,
making up slightly more than
7% of the population. This is
likely related to the growth in
the number of children enrolled
in Medicaid or SCHIP.

Public Programs Make the 
Dif ference

The numberof uninsured 
individuals in Pennsylvania
would have been even higherif
public coverage had not increased
from 12.6% of individuals in
2000-2001 to 17.2% in 2007-
2008, which compensated for
some of the losses in employer-
sponsored insurance over the
same period. Since 2000-01, the
share of the population with
coverage through Medicaid and
SCHIPgrew by 4.3% to 14.3%.

(from the Pennsylvania Budget and
Policy Center website, pennbpc.org)

US Census Figures Show . . .  US Census Figures Show . . .  
Poverty is Growing in PennsylvaniaPoverty is Growing in Pennsylvania

The U.S. Census Bureau released poverty and health insurance data from the annual
Current Population Survey (CPS) on September 10, 2009.  The results begin to show
the tangible impact of the worldwide recession on Pennsylvanians as poverty rises and
more people rely on public health care in the Commonwealth.

Find out the latest on health care reform.



7

Christ's Lutheran Church,  Trumbauersville
Faith Lutheran Church, Blakeslee 
Friedens Lutheran Church, Oley
Good Shepherd Cooperative, Shanksville 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Erie 
Living Word Lutheran Church, Roslyn 
Reformation Lutheran Church, Media 
Salem St. Paul Lutheran Church, Kresgeville
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Hanover 
St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh 
St. Michael Lutheran Church, Sellersville 
Tree of Life Lutheran Church, Linglestown 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Lehighton 
Susquehanna University

Revs. Eleanor and Robert Abarno
Rev. Carl and Mrs. Johanna Adams
Lauretta A. Adams
Rev. Edward Alexis
Rev. Roy A. and Nancy Almquist
Rev. LaVonne Althouse
Betsy Anderson
Mary K. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Alva C. Baker
John D. Bechtel, Jr.
David P. Behrens
Rev. Dr. D. Michael Bennethum
Ruth Boughton
Elaine Burgess
Rev. Claire S. Burkat
Grace Burkett
Richard W. Burkett
Jack Burr
Rev. Lawrence and Mrs. Susan Camberg
Patricia Capozello
Rev. Charles and Mrs. Barbara Coates
Donald G. and Elsie M. Cochran
Revs. Janet Corpus and John Hoffmeyer
Ronald Costen
Rev. Sigmund Decker
Evelyn Devonshire
Ruth Dex
William E. Diehl
Ellen and Andrew Doughty
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond O. Drake
Don and Pam Drenner
Rev. Ralph F. Eberle
Katherine Endres
Rev. Kenneth S. Ensminger
Rev. John Fehringer
Frederick Fisher
Jeanne Fleegle
Rev. Fred S. Foerster
Rev. Lawrence D. Folkemer
Paula Ford
Rev. Harold and Mrs. Felicity Fox
Dr. Wayne and Mrs. Janet Franzen
Dr. and Mrs. William Freeman
Nancy C. Frike
Janet L. Gable
Rev. Martin J. Galbraith
Dolores Garrett
Judith J. Gifford
Don and Rena Gleiter

Lois Ann Griffiths
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gromest
Elizabeth Haines
Carole Harris
Rev. Neil P. and Denise A. Harrison
Thomas R. Hassler
Rev. John F. and Mrs. Mary Ann Hazel
Shirley Heasley
H. Lee and Edith M. Hebel
Mr. & Mrs. David Heberlig
Rev. Carol S. and Mr. Sherman Hendrix
Mrs. Helen Henninger
Robin L. Henry
Holly Hoffman
Jack R. and Jean C. Hoffman
Warren Hollertz
Rosina Holsing
Rev. B. Penrose Hoover
Nancy Hoover
Melissa Hough
Sister Evelyn Houlroyd
Rev. William Hower
Rev. Detlef Huckfeldt
Rev. Larry and Mrs. Alice Hummer
Rev. Andrena Ingram
Shirley Jackson
Matthew James
Marian C. Jameson
Ms. Laura Jenkins
E. Edward Keyser
Rev. George and Mrs. Priscilla Kinney
Rev. & Mrs. John L. Kinzel
Rev. David and Mrs. Delores Kistler
Ruth Koble
Fred T. Kraft
Rev. Gregory Kramer
Rev. William and Mrs. Rosemary Krenz
Rev. Betty E. Landis
Rev. Thomas M. Lang
John and Bonnie Lauer
Lois I. Leffler
Judy and Bill Leslie
Rev. Dr. F. Thomas Lichner
Genevieve A. Long
Terri Long
Rev. Donald Main
Rev. Robert Manthei
Shirley A. Marles
Dorothy J. Marple
Rayme D. Martin
Revs. George and Ardelle Mason
Bob Massing
Rev. Howard J. McCarney
Rev. Donald J. McCoid
Leighton McKeithen
Ronald and Marsha Mentzer
Helene Mery
Rev. Carl E.and Mrs. Nancy O. Miller
Ken and Ruth Miller
Revs. Raymond Miller & Serena Sellers
Gertrude E. Milliken
Rev. Joseph and Elaine B. Molnar
John and Shirley Moser
Dr. Karl E. Moyer

Marianne Napravnik
Dean D. Naugle
Rev. Ed Neiderhiser
Daryl Nelson
Orville and June Nyblade
Rev. Fred and Mrs. Jan Opalinski
Sue Orth
Karen Paulus
Rev. Michael Peters
Frazier and Sarah Phillips
Sarah L. Phillips-Boice
Rev. Gregory and Mrs. Barbara Pile
Ruth Z. Pile
Marcia Pitzenberger
Jean M. Pletcher
Doug and Lydia Price
Shirley Radler
Henrietta Ranck
Robert G. Rechel
Rev. Edgar C. Reed
Patricia Reitnauer
Forrest Reitz
Rev. Phares O. Reitz
Rev. and Mrs. John Reumann
Rev. John and Mrs. Patricia Richter
Rev. Barry M. Ridge
Susan and Dennis Ritter
Revs. David and Brenda Ritterpusch
Rev. Edward J. Robbins
Muriel Rose
Carol Rowehl and John Kahler, Jr.
Rev. Alfred Ruggiero
Don Ruth
Patricia Savage
Rev. Paul A. Schaediger
Charles and Vicki Schempp
Rev. Karl Schneider
Rev. John Schneidmiller
Marilyn J. Schoenborn
Mrs. Ursula Schreffler
Kathleen Schubert
Gloria Selig
Rev. Kenneth C. Senft
Rev. and Mrs. Roderic N. Senft
Col. Deane S. Shively
Dr. Robin J. Steinke
Sister Gunnel Sterner
Rev. Richard Stough
Marj Stubert
Sister Janet Stump
Patricia Sykes
Rev. Arnold and Mrs. Elizabeth Tiemeyer
Marcella and Dick Trauger
Rev. Jan and Mrs. Judy Walker
Bob and Nancy Weaver
Ralph G. Wellington
Rev. Frederick K. Wentz
Lorena Wetherhold
Rev. Mark and Mrs. Leesa Wimmer
Susan M. Winger
Elizabeth W. Winters
Allen and Bonnie Wysocki
Eleanor Zern

We Are Grateful
. . . for those who continue to support Lutheran Advocacy Ministry with their financial gifts . . .

d d

d
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InterSections
±

Newsletter published three times
annually by Lutheran Advocacy 
Ministry in Pennsylvania, a partner-
ship ministry of the Church in Society
Program Unit of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, 
Pennsylvania Lutheran Synods, and
Pennsylvania-based ELCAagencies
and institutions.

The mission of Lutheran Advocacy
Ministry in PA (LAMPa) is to 
advocate in both public and private
sectors of society on behalf of, and 
in partnership with, those persons
who are denied justice, dignity, 
reconciliation, peace, and access to
basic human rights, and who lack
adequate representation and voice 
in the arenas of public policy.

LAMPa Staff
The Rev. Amy E. Reumann

Director
Marissa Harris 

Advocacy Developer
Gail L. Wilson

Administrative Assistant

Return Service Requested

SAVE THE DATE:  April 14, 2010
Lutheran Day at the Capitol
Continental Breakfast with

Bishops and Legislators
East Wing Lobby of the Capitol

Keynote Addr ess & Sessions
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Harrisburg

Legislative Visits

Highlights 

3 120 participants from all seven synods

3 Opening devotions on the book of Ruth by Bishop 
Kurt Kusserow, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod

3 Keynote speech by Mr. Andrew Genszler, Director of 
Advocacy for the ELCAand the ELCAWashington Office

3 Workshops, hearing from two legislators, and an afternoon 
of more than 50 advocacy visits!

Save the date:  April 14, 2010. Help us move closerto our 2010
goal of visiting every legislative office!

V

Lutheran Day at the Capitol 2009


